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Boriana Antonova-Goleva’s reseach focuses on the Southeast European infrastructure 

development, and particularly on the introduction of telegraphs and railways in the Ottoman 
Empire. She examines their construction and operation, as well as their development in a broader 
context, exploring the various aspects of modernization, economic transformation, 
industrialization, and the advent of capitalism in the region.  
 
 In TransCorr, Boriana Antonova-Goleva focuses on the modern corruption, as integral 
aspect of the Southeast European transformation, economic modernization, and infrastructure 
development. She studies its roots in the Ottoman Empire, its perception both on private level and 
in the public sphere, as well as the interrelationship between modernization and corruption (in the 
framework of the top-down/bottom-up interference between the Ottoman state and its Bulgarian 
subjects). An important concept applied in Antonova-Goleva’s research is the social network 
theory, which combined with the entangled histories approach, and the comparative approach, 
provides a useful interdisciplinary theoretical framework, which refines the analysis of the role 
and connections between the various foreign and local actors in the examined processes.  
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