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Silvia Marton began her career studying the relationship between modernization and state- and
nation-building processes in nineteenth-century Romania and Eastern Europe. A number of her
analyses focused on the place of anti-Semitism and parliamentarism in these dynamics. Since then,
her scholarship has also made contributions to the constructivist (comparative) history and
sociology of political “corruption”.

In this project, Silvia Marton will focus on the meaning of “corruption” by historicizing the concept
and the practices historical actors defined as such in the process of infrastructure construction
(notably railroads) in the nineteenth century. She examines the corruption scandals surrounding
construction of infrastructure that generated and constantly reshaped colonial anxieties in the
process of nation-state-building, when faced with Great Powers and their imperial and colonial-
like aspirations of political and economic influence.
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