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Oancea Constantin Claudiu 

LAST NAME: _______Oancea _______________________________________

FIRST NAME: _____Constantin Claudiu________________________________

CITIZENSHIP(S): _____Romanian____________________________________
GENDER: MALE ___X

FEMALE ___ 
DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH: 
	Day
	Month
	Year
	Locality
	Country

	23
	10
	1983
	Campina
	Romania


MAILING ADRESS: 17 Ecaterina Teodoroiu St., Bloc A3, Scara A, Etaj 4, Ap. 20


Zip Code____105600________ Locality __Câmpina
 Country Romania


Tel.: ______(004) 0746090669_________ Fax: __________--________  E-mail: oancea_claudiu@yahoo.co.uk


(Include country and local area codes)

FIELD OF STUDY: History


YEAR OF ENROLMENT IN A Ph.D. PROGRAM: 2008


TITLE OF YOUR PROJECT FOR THE FELLOWSHIP: Mass Culture Forged on the Party’s Assembly Line: Political Festivals in Socialist Romania, 1948 – 1989


PLEASE WRITE A SUMMARY OF YOUR PROJECT FOR THE FELLOWSHIP (of max. 1,000 characters, spaces included)

My thesis examined the structure and functions of political festivals in communist Romania, between 1948 and 1989, having focused especially on their roles in mirroring the official communist ideology and its shifts between the Marxist-Leninist doctrine and nationalism, as well as in shaping a new type of culture for members of the working-class and peasantry. The analysis illustrated political festivals as instruments of institutional and mass control, and as means of self-representation for the communist regime, with the purpose of providing political legitimization. The research was developed on two levels: a chronological one – between youth and workers festivals in Romania, during the 1950s and 1960s, and the so-called National Festival of Socialist Education “Song to Romania”, during the 1970s and 1980s – and a structural comparison – between the official image of festivals in propaganda, at a general level, and that of festivals as perceived by ordinary people, at a case-study level. 
PREFERRED DURATION AND TIME OF FELLOWSHIP:

a. October through February ___ 
b. March through July ___ 
c. October through July _X__

AFFILIATION(S)/POSITION(S): (State all present affiliations and positions):

Institution 1: European University Institute, Florence, Italy


Position: Alumnus


Mailing address:


Tel.: _______________________ Fax: _______________________  E-mail: Constantin.Oancea@eui.eu


(Include country and local area codes)

Institution 2:


Position:


Mailing address:


Tel.: _______________________ Fax: _______________________  E-mail:


(Include country and local area codes)

Institution 3:


Position:


Mailing address:


Tel.: _______________________ Fax: _______________________  E-mail:


(Include country and local area codes)

Institution 4:


Position:


Mailing address:


Tel.: _______________________ Fax: _______________________  E-mail:


(Include country and local area codes)

EDUCATION (List higher education institutions attended in reverse chronological order, including any in which you may be presently enrolled.) 

	INSTITUTION AND LOCATION
	MAJOR FIELD OF STUDY
	DATES

(Month and Year)

From
To


	NAME OF DEGREE OR DIPLOMA (in original language and English translation)
	DATE RECEIVED/

EXPECTED

	European University Institute, Florence, Italy
	History
	September 2008
	September 2015
	Doctor of History and Civilization of the European University Institute
	September 11th, 2015

	Central European University, Budapest, Hungary
	History
	September 2006
	June 2007
	Master of Arts in Central European History with Distinction
	June 14th, 2007

	University of Bucharest, Romania
	History
	October 2002
	June 2006
	Licențiat în istorie – filologie (BA in history-philology)
	June 2006

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


TITLE OF Ph.D. THESIS (original title and English/French/German translation)

(original title): Mass Culture Forged on the Party’s Assembly Line. Political Festivals in Socialist Romania, 1948-1989


(title translated into English/French/German, if needed): 


LIST SCHOLARSHIPS OR FELLOWSHIPS HELD AT PRESENT OR IN THE PAST: (Mention the source or sponsor, where held, and duration.)

Combined Grant of the European University Institute and the Romanian Government, held at the European University Institute, July 2009 – September 2013. 
Combined Grant of the European University Institute and the Romanian Government, held at the University of Pittsburgh, August 2011 – May 2012.

EUI-Berkeley Exchange Program Supplementary Grant for the spring term, 2011. (offered by the European University Institute, held at UC Berkeley, January –May 2011)
             Grant of the Romanian Government, held at the European University Institute, January 2009 – July   2009.

Grant of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, held at the European University Institute, September-December 2008

Fellowship, Central European University, Budapest. September 2006 – June 2007

Scholarship, University of Bucharest, Bucharest. October 2003 – September 2005

INDICATE ANY ACADEMIC HONORS OR PRIZES WHICH YOU HAVE RECEIVED, WITH TITLES AND DATES:

        Master of Arts in Central European History with Distinction, from Central European University, June 2007
Valedictorian of the History-English Department, Faculty of History, University of Bucharest, Bucharest

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: (Including any teaching positions you have held, or currently hold)

Whereas during my undergraduate studies at the University of Bucharest I was awarded a certificate confirming my ability to teach history and English to high school pupils, my PhD studies offered me the opportunity to take part in designing a syllabus and providing research assistantship for a doctoral course on oral history taught by Professor Philipp Ther at the European University Institute. Since the EUI is primarily a research institution and its program does not include teaching opportunities for its doctoral students, this represented a unique occasion, as it offered me the chance to ponder upon the issues of selecting a representative bibliography for a certain topic and of using the appropriate methodologies in order to engage students’ reactions to that topic.

RESEARCH: (Including any research you have completed, or in which you are currently involved)

Research Assistant for Prof. Guiso Luigi (EUI, Department of Economics) for an international project on compulsory education (conducted archival and library research for the Romanian case study) (November 2010).

Research Assistant for the Research Seminar “The revolutions of 1989 in comparative perspective”, taught by Professor Philipp Ther at the European University Institute (Florence, Italy), for the Autumn Term, 2009 (secondary literature research for the Sessions on Romania and China).

Research Assistant of Professor Philipp Ther for his monograph Die dunkle Seite der Nationalstaaten. „Ethnische Säuberungen“ im modernen Europa (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht 2011). Provided research for the Romanian and Russian case studies (research in various libraries in Romania, secondary literature research) (March-November 2009).

Research Assistant and Co-Designer for the Departmental Seminar “Oral History and Related Social Science Approaches”, taught by Professor Philipp Ther at the European University Institute (Florence, Italy), for the Winter Term, 2009 (secondary literature research).

Research Assistant for the Project “Balkan Questions and Controversies”, directed by Constantin Iordachi, Associate Professor, History Department, Central European University, Budapest, Hungary. (Research in various archives and libraries, in Bucharest, Romania) (July-September 2009).
Research Assistant for the Project: “Citizenship, Nation- and State-Building in the Balkans, 1804-1923” directed by Constantin Iordachi, Associate Professor, History Department, Central European University, Budapest, Hungary. (Research in various archives and libraries, in Bucharest, Romania) (July-October 2007; June-July 2008).
LIST PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES, FRATERNITIES OR OTHER ORGANIZATIONS IN WHICH YOU HOLD A MEMBERSHIP, OR IN WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN ACTIVE IN THE PAST:

Member of ASEEES (Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies)
    Member of SRS (Society for Romanian Studies)

PLEASE INDICATE IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO APPLY OR HAVE APPLIED FOR A FELLOWSHIP, SCHOLARSHIP, OR OTHER GRANT OR LOAN FROM ANY OTHER PUBLIC OR PRIVATE BODY FOR THE PERIOD 2016-2017:

I have applied for the Core Junior, Humanities Initiative, and Thyssen Postdoctoral Fellowships at Central European University, Budapest.
LIST THE INSTITUTION(S) YOU INTEND TO VISIT DURING YOUR ONE-MONTH RESEARCH UNDER THE NEC PROGRAM: (optional)

In case you are not interested in this opportunity, please state so. 

Should you prefer, as an alternative, field research, please give us some indications concerning such plans. 
I intend to visit the County Archives in Ploiesti and Focsani (Romania), as well as the Open Society Archives in Budapest, Hungary. I also intend to do field research in the village of Tâmboești, Vrancea County, Romania. 
KNOWLEDGE OF LANGUAGES: (Rate yourself Excellent, Good or Fair. Include all the languages in which you have some competency)

	LANGUAGE
	READING
	WRITING
	SPEAKING

	English
	excellent
	excellent
	excellent

	French
	excellent
	excellent
	excellent

	Italian
	good
	fair
	fair

	German
	fair
	fair
	fair

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


I confirm that, to the best of my knowledge, the information provided in my application is accurate and complete (please check with an “x” the square below).

CURRICULUM VITAE

Oancea I. Constantin Claudiu

CONTACT INFORMATION: oancea_claudiu@yahoo.co.uk; Constantin.Oancea@eui.eu 

EDUCATION

European University Institute, Department of History and Civilization, PhD in History and Civilization (August 2008 – September 2015) (Supervisor: Prof. Philipp Ther; External Supervisor: Prof. Maria Todorova, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign)

· Project: Mass Culture Forged on the Party’s Assembly Line: Political Festivals in Socialist Romania, 1948 – 1989
University of Pittsburgh, Center for Russian and East European Studies: visiting research fellow (August 2011-May 2012)

University of California at Berkeley, Department of History: visiting student researcher (Spring term, 2011) (Advisor: Prof. John Connelly)

Central European University, Department of History, MA in History (with Distinction) (September 2006-June 2007) (Supervisor: Prof. Constantin Iordachi; Second Reader: Prof. István Rév)

· Thesis: When Forgers of Steel Become Creators of Art: The National Festival “Song to Romania” (1976-1989)

University of Bucharest, Department of History, BA in History and English (October 2002 – June 2006) (Supervisor: Prof. Mirela Murgescu)

· Thesis: Politici ale memoriei în cadrul comunității locale: “Crucea Domnitorului” din satul Melicești, între loc al memoriei și loc de socializare [Policies of Memory in a Local Community: “The King’s Cross” in the Village of Melicesti, as a Realm of Memory and a Place of Socialization]  
RESEARCH AND WORK EXPERIENCE

· Research Assistant for Prof. Guiso Luigi (EUI, Department of Economics) for an international project on compulsory education (conducted archival and library research for the Romanian case study) (November 2010).

· Editor and Acting Editor-in-Chief for the publishing house “Publica”, in Bucharest (January 2008-June 2009). I was offered the position of editor-in-chief which I have declined. I have edited 11 books, among which are:

· Keynes, John Maynard, Teoria generală a ocupării forţei de muncă, a dobânzii şi a banilor [OT: The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money], Bucharest: Publica, 2008.
· Brown, Tom, Crainer, Stuart, Dearlove, Des, Rodrigues, Jorge N., Business Minds: Intră în mintea celor mai mari gânditori de management [OT: Business Minds: Connect with the World's Greatest Management Thinkers], Bucharest, Publica, 2008.

· Research Assistant for the Research Seminar “The revolutions of 1989 in comparative perspective”, taught by Professor Philipp Ther at the European University Institute (Florence, Italy), for the Autumn Term, 2009 (secondary literature research for the Sessions on Romania and China).

· Research Assistant of Professor Philipp Ther for his monograph Die dunkle Seite der Nationalstaaten. „Ethnische Säuberungen“ im modernen Europa (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht 2011). Provided research for the Romanian and Russian case studies (research in various libraries in Romania, secondary literature research) (March-November 2009).

· Research Assistant and Co-Designer for the Departmental Seminar “Oral History and Related Social Science Approaches”, taught by Professor Philipp Ther at the European University Institute (Florence, Italy), for the Winter Term, 2009 (secondary literature research).

· Research Assistant for the Project “Balkan Questions and Controversies”, directed by Constantin Iordachi, Associate Professor, History Department, Central European University, Budapest, Hungary. (Research in various archives and libraries, in Bucharest, Romania) (July-September 2009).
· Research Assistant for the Project: “Citizenship, Nation- and State-Building in the Balkans, 1804-1923” directed by Constantin Iordachi, Associate Professor, History Department, Central European University, Budapest, Hungary. (Research in various archives and libraries, in Bucharest, Romania) (July-October 2007; June-July 2008).
· Translator: Provided written translations from English to Romanian, for different projects of the DRIFI Association (2006-2009) in Bucharest, as well as oral translation from Romanian to English, for foreign guests to the MY HISTORY – EUSTORY Award Ceremony, at the Presidential Palace of Cotroceni, Bucharest, in May 2006.

· Self-Employed Private Teacher: Provided private lessons of English and French grammar, as well as reading and speaking proficiency, for high school pupils (2004-2006).

CONFERENCES, LECTURES, & WORKSHOPS

· Participant in the ASEEES 2015 Annual Convention, (November 19-22, 2015). Paper presented: Recollecting Culture: Self-Narratives about Artistic Performances in Socialist Romania – The Case of the Song of Romania Festival.
· Participant in the Society for Romanian Studies International Conference, organized by the Faculty of Political Science at the University of Bucharest (June 17-19, 2015). Paper presented: Popular Culture and People’s Culture: Forging Mass Culture in Socialist Romania of the 1970s and 1980s. 
· Invited Lecture at the Center for Russian and East European Studies, University of Pittsburgh, in collaboration with the Pittsburgh Association for Romanian Studies (April 11, 2012). Paper Presented: Mass Culture Forged on the Party’s Assembly Line: Political Festivals in Socialist Romania (1948-1989). 
· Participant in the European History Workshop, organized by the Department of East European History at the University of Vienna (June 8, 2011). Paper presented: Political Festivals in Socialist Romania (1948-1989). 

· Participant in the conference “Social Change and Political Continuity. Erosion and Stabilization of Authoritarian Regimes in the 1950s and 1960s”, organized by the Freiburg Institute for Advanced Studies (May 27-28, 2011). Paper Presented: Mass Culture Forged on the Party’s Assembly Line: Political Festivals in Socialist Romania (1948-1989). 

· Participant in the 11th Annual Kokkalis Graduate Student Workshop, organized by the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University (February 12-13, 2009). Paper presented: Building Charisma by Imagining the Nation: The Case of Nicolae Ceaușescu’s Socialist Romania.
· Participant in and co-organizer of the Oral History Workshop at the European University Institute, February 9, 2009. Invited lecturer: Lutz Niethammer. 

Paper presented: Memory and Memories through Oral History: Recalling the Song to Romania Festival (1976-1989).
· Participant in the Second Annual Conference, Comparative History Project, History Department, Central European University, Sponsored by the Higher Education Support Program 17-19 April, 2008, Centre for Advanced Study Sofia, Bulgaria.

PUBLICATIONS

· “Performance and Performativity in a Socialist Political Festival: The  Case of Song to Romania (1976-1989)”, in EAST CENTRAL EUROPE/L'EUROPE DU CENTRE-EST. Eine wissenschaftliche Zeitschrift (forthcoming)

· “National Commemorations in a Socialist Political Festival: The Case of Song to Romania (1976-1989)”, in Jerónimo Zurita, Issue 86, 2011 (pp. 35-54).

· “Mirroring Post-1989 Historiography in Romania: Revista de Istorie Socială (The Review of Social History)”, in EAST CENTRAL EUROPE/L'EUROPE DU CENTRE-EST. Eine wissenschaftliche Zeitschrift, Vol 34-35. , 2007-2008 / 1–2.
AWARDS & FELLOWSHIPS

· Combined Grant of the European University Institute and the Romanian Government. July 2009 – September 2013. 
· Grant of the Romanian Government. January 2009 – July 2009.

· EUI-Berkeley Exchange Program Supplementary Grant for the spring term, 2011.

· Grant of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. September-December 2008

· Fellowship, Central European University, Budapest. 2006 – 2007

· Scholarship, University of Bucharest, Bucharest. 2003 – 2005

· Valedictorian of the History-English Department, Faculty of History, University of Bucharest, Bucharest
LANGUAGES

· Romanian – native language

· English – speak fluently and read/write with high proficiency

· French – read with high proficiency, speak and write with high proficiency
· Italian – read with medium proficiency, speak and write with low proficiency
· German – beginner
LIST OF PUBLICATIONS (If necessary give also English/French/German translations.)

“Performance and Performativity in a Socialist Political Festival: The  Case of Song to Romania (1976-1989)”, in EAST CENTRAL EUROPE/L'EUROPE DU CENTRE-EST. Eine wissenschaftliche Zeitschrift (forthcoming)

“National Commemorations in a Socialist Political Festival: The Case of Song to Romania (1976-1989)”, in Jerónimo Zurita, Issue 86, 2011 (pp. 35-54).

“Mirroring Post-1989 Historiography in Romania: Revista de Istorie Socială (The Review of Social History)”, in EAST CENTRAL EUROPE/L'EUROPE DU CENTRE-EST. Eine wissenschaftliche Zeitschrift, Vol 34-35. , 2007-2008 / 1–2.
WRITE A CLEAR AND DETAILED PROJECT OUTLINING YOUR INTENDED RESEARCH UNDER THE NEC PROGRAM (not more than 10 000 characters with spaces). The project should describe the state of research in your particular area of interest, and indicate your objectives; it should also include bibliographic references. 
I am applying for a Fellowship at the New Europe College Institute for Advanced Study in order to refine and prepare my doctoral dissertation for publication, while also having the opportunity to interact with a diverse body of international scholars.

            I defended my doctoral dissertation, “Mass Culture Forged on the Party’s Assembly Line: Political Festivals in Socialist Romania, 1948-1989” in September 2015, at the European University Institute in Florence, Italy.  
My thesis examined the structure and functions of political festivals in communist Romania, between 1948 and 1989, having focused especially on their roles in mirroring the official communist ideology and its shifts between the Marxist-Leninist doctrine and nationalism, as well as in shaping a new type of culture for members of the working-class and peasantry. The analysis illustrated political festivals as instruments of institutional and mass control, and as means of self-representation for the communist regime, with the purpose of providing political legitimization. The research was developed on two levels: a chronological one – between youth and workers festivals in Romania, during the 1950s and 1960s, and the so-called National Festival of Socialist Education “Song to Romania”, during the 1970s and 1980s – and a structural comparison – between the official image of festivals in propaganda, at a general level, and that of festivals as perceived by ordinary people, at a case-study level. 

The research hypothesis for this project was that political festivals in communist Romania mirrored the way in which the official regime developed its ideology, as well as the changes that took place at this ideological level, more exactly, the shift which occurred toward the end of the 1960s and beginning of the 1970s, from a Marxist-Leninist to a nationalistic type of socialist regime.
  

The variety and the impressive number of festivals occurring in different types of civilizations, societies and political regimes, as well as the different manifestations which they comprise, have led to an ever-increasing number of studies focusing on festivals in general and on political festivals in particular.
 Such works have focused on case-studies, both chronologically and geographically, attempting to identify the historicity of political festivals as well as to integrate their particular conclusions in a more comprehensive conceptual framework. Most of these researches, however, have failed to put forth a clear-cut conceptual definition of political festivals, developing instead a descriptive approach on of the topic while concentrating on the main functions of political festivals. Renowned researchers of the topic, such as Mona Ozouf and James von Geldern have identified only certain features of festivals, without offering any explicit definition of the latter. Thus, Ozouf states the power of unifying people and masses as the main function of political festivals, in parallel with stressing the ambiguity of such festivals especially in the historical context of the French Revolution.
 Charles Rearick also put forth festivals as “important means of creating unity”.
 James von Geldern stressed a similar statement, while providing insight into other aspects of festivals, such as their function of integrating past culture in order to create a new one, disseminated at a mass level.
 Without directly referring to the concept of political festivals, Steven Lukes used the term “political ritual” and underlined its main function of social integration, as a “rule-governed activity of symbolic character which draws attention of its participants to objects of thought and feeling which they hold to be of special significance”.

Based on the above conceptual framework, I define political festivals as politically organized performative and celebrative events, comprising mass assemblies, artistic competitions, having the purpose of disseminating a variety of political and cultural symbols, in order to provide political legitimacy, by shaping a newly created set of social relations, as well as a new cultural background. 

For my research on political festivals I have used Ozouf’s and von Geldern’s approach on festivals as means of self-representation. I have also made use of Katherine Verdery’s analysis of the interweaving between nationalism and communism in communist Romania. But, unlike Verdery, who focuses on official politics and the role of intellectuals in developing such politics, I have analyzed these politics as they appear in the cultural and ideologically-educational realm of political festivals, examining the complex interrelation between ideology, official art, and popular culture in the social context of communism. Thus, the research focused on a much-dealt-with topic, but from an innovative perspective: that of official culture for the masses, with a particular focus on how ordinary people perceived the official politics and on the latter’s effects. 

The research made use of a wide and diverse array of primary sources: official legislation, newspapers and magazines (Scînteia, Romînia Liberă, Munca, Scînteia Tineretului, Flacăra, Contemporanul, Îndrumătorul cultural), documents and minutes of official Party minutes (found at the National Archives in Bucharest), Radio Free Europe reports on activites in communist Romania and transcripts of television and radio monitoring (found at the Open Society Archives, in Budapest). Furthermore, I have collected and analyzed several dozen oral history interviews with participants in political festivals, whom I have grouped in analytical categories based on the particular role they played, while also taking into account their professional status, gender, and age. In analyzing these sources, I was particularly interested in identifying the material and discursive contexts that determined the choice/replacement of political symbols in the framework of political festivals. Furthermore, I aimed at construing effects of political festivals on daily-life for ordinary people. 

A fellowship at the New Europe College Institute for Advanced Study would enable me to refine the analytical parts of my dissertation while benefiting from feedback offered by NEC fellows and international scholars.  

One should stress that Romanian political festivals have benefited from little attention, which has failed to shed light on their importance of study for identifying the nature of the Romanian communist regime, as well as for bridging issues such as political ideology, art and popular culture. Thus, taking as point of departure the study of political festivals in communist Romania, the research conclusions can be of importance at a broader level, concerning the nature of communist regimes in general and how art and politics intermingle at the level of mass popular culture. 

Bibliography:

Primary Sources:
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Kamenetsky, Christa, “Folklore as a Political Tool in Nazi Germany” in The Journal of American Folklore, Vol. 85, No. 337. (Jul. – Sep., 1972), pp. 221-235.
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Ozouf, Mona, Festivals and the French Revolution, Cambridge, Massachusetts, Harvard University Press, 1988.
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Simeone, William E., “Fascists and Folklorists in Italy” in The Journal of American Folklore, Vol. 91, No. 359, (Jan. – Mar., 1978), pp. 543-557.

Verdery, Katherine, National Ideology under Socialism. Identity and Cultural Politics in Ceauşescu’s Romania, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1991. 

X








� See Katherine Verdery, National Ideology Under Socialism. Identity and Cultural Politics in Ceauşescu’s Romania, Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University of California Press, 1991. 


� The following constitute only a basic selective bibliography to the topic of political festivals: Mona Ozouf, Festivals and the French Revolution, Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1988. James von Geldern, Bolshevik Festivals, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993. Claes Arvidsson, Lars Erik Blomqvist (eds.) Symbols of Power: The Esthetics of Political Legitimation in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. Stokholm: Almqvist & Wiskell, 1987. Simon Taylor, Symbol and Ritual under National Socialism” in The British Journal of Sociology, Vol.32, No.4. (Dec., 1981), pp. 504-529. 


� Mona Ozouf, Op. cit., p. 16-21. 


� Charles Rearick, “Festivals in Modern France: The Experience of the Third Republic” in Journal of Contemporary History, Vol. 12, No.3 (Jul., 1977), p. 441. 


� James von Geldern, Op. cit., pp. 72-75 and pp. 86-88.


� Steven Lukes, “Political Ritual and Social Integration” in Sociology, Vol. 9, 1975, p. 301. 





