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7. Mălăiesti, Transylvania, Kingdom of Hungary  
(Romania, Hunedoara County)

       XVth-XVIth century
       unglazed
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8. Pomáz, Central Hungary, Kingdom of Hungary (Hungary)
       noble residence
       end of the XIVth century
       green glazed
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9. Transylvania, Kingdom of Hungary (Romania)
       XVIIIth century ?
       unglazed
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10. Kingdom of Hungary
 XVIth century
 green glazed
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11. Cătina, Walachia (Romania, Buzău County)
       Orthodox monastery
       XVIth century
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12. Mihăileni, Transylvania, Kingdom of Hungary  
(Romania, Harghita County)

       XVIth-XVIIth century
       unglazed
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13. Târgu Trotuş, Moldavia (Romania, Bacău County)
      goldshimth workshop and house 
      XVIth century
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14. Suceava, Moldavia (Romania, Suceava County)
       princely fortification
       XVth century
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15. Feldioara, Transylvania, Kingdom of Hungary  
(Romania, Braşov County) 

     pottery workshop, fragments from twelve tiles
     beginning of the XVIth century
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16. Budafelhéviz, suburb of Buda, Kingdom of Hungary (Hungary)
 end of the XIVth century
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17. Banská Bystrica, Northern Hungary, Kingdom of Hungary (Slovakia)
      urban house and city hall
      1450-1454
      green glazed



655

ANA-MARIA GRUIA

18. Suceava, Moldavia (Romania, Suceava County)
      princely house and town house
      fragments from at least 16 tiles, all green glazed
      XVth century
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19. Târgovişte, Walachia (Romania, Dâmboviţa County)
      casual find
      second half of the XIVth century
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20. Feldioara, Transylvania, Kingdom of Hungary  
(Romania, Braşov County) 

   Fifteen-century bell produced by the workshop in    
   Sighişoara, decorated with dragons, lions, and Samson   
   fighting the lion, and bearing the inscription:
   “Hac Cristi tuba pellatur grandinis turma, turbinis    
   conflictus stringatur fulminis ictus”.
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NOTES
   *  I would like to express my gratitude to the New Europe College for the 

GE-NEC fellowship that enabled me to conduct research at the Warburg 
Institute. I would also like to thank Mr. Charles Burnett and Mrs. Sophie 
Page for their useful comments and suggestions during this research. 

  1  During my MA thesis, The Holy Heat. Knightly Saints on Transylvanian 
and Moldavian Stove Tiles, Department of Medieval Studies at the Central 
European University, Budapest, 2004, and in my ongoing PhD research 
focusing on tiles with religious representations from the Medieval Kingdom 
of Hungary, as doctoral candidate within the same department. 

  2   Suttlerin, 1989.
  3   Gurevich, 1992, xv. 
  4   Gurevich, 1992, 80, 95-96.
  5   Scribner, 2001.
  6   Kieckhefer, 1989; Kieckhefer, 1994.
  7   Kieckhefer, 1994, 22.
  8   Gruia, 2005.
  9   Scribner, 2001, “Symbolizing Boundaries: Defining Social Space in the 

Daily Life of Early Modern Germany”: 302-322.
10   Scribner, 2001, “Magic and the Reformed Protestant Popular Culture in 

Germany”: 321-345.
11   Franz, 1909, vol. I, 604-610.
12   Wilson, 2000.
13   Ryan, 1999, 43.
14   Merriefied, 1987, 167.
15   Merriefied, 1987, 128.
16   Eseev, 1998, s.v. “cărbune” (coal), “cenuşă” (ash), “foc” (fire), 

“horn”(chimney), “vatră”(hearth).
17   Rigaux, 1987; Rigaux, 1996.
18   Mellinkoff, 2004, 45-51.
19   Maguire, 1996, “The Saints and Household Magic”: 118-132.
20   The same features can also have more “pragmatic” causes, such as the 

availability of series of the same motif rather than different motifs, or the 
fading of details on purely technological grounds (e.g. the wearing out of 
the mold, too much glaze used to fill the relief, etc).

21   Kémenes, 2005, 149, plate 38.1.
22   Marcu-Istrate, 2004, 266, 471, fig. B5.
23   Artimon, 1987, 11, fig. 12.4.
24   Analogies mentioned at Planina pri Sevnici and Slovenske Konice: 

Tomanič-Jeremov, 1997, 119, fig. 4.80, 122, 132.
25   Unpublished, info Michal Slivka and Martin Homza.
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26   Tauber, 1980, 209, fig. 37, abb. 152. No analogies, kept in the 
Schweizerischen Landesmuseum, Zürich.

27   LCI, vol. 3, 1994, s.v “Pentagramm”.
28   Vikan, 2003, “Art, Medicine, and Magic in Early Byzantium”: 65-86, 69, 

70, fig. 4, fig. 9.
29   Vikan, 2003, “Two Byzantine Amuletic Armbands and the Group to which 

They Belong”, fig. 9, fig. 10a, 10d, 10h.
30   Spier, 1993, cat. 33, 34, 49; Russell, 1995. 
31   Kieckhefer, 1997: circles: 353, fol. 15v, no. 6, 357, fol. 26r, no. 10, 364, 

fol. 42r, no. 22, 365, fol. 42v, no. 23; seals: 370, fol. 73v, no. 37c, 371, fol. 
74r, no. 37c, 372, fol. 74v, no. 37c.

32   Page, 2004, fig. 34.
33   British Library, Harleian MS. 5596, fifteenth century. At: http://www.

esotericarchives.com/esoteric.htm.
34   Bequest, 1912, cat. 891.
35   Gouilhou, 1937, cat. 632, 636, 637.
36   LCI, vol. 3, 1994, s.v “Pentagramm”.
37   Holl, 2000. Some studies have suggested these marks could be simply 

job-specific, meant only to ease the process of assembly and do not carry 
any further information. But in the case of stove tiles, it seems more probable 
that even if such signs existed, they were placed on the reverse of the tiles. 
For other pentagrams as signs in the Middle Ages, see: Alexander, 2004.

38   Unpublished, info. Michal Slivka.
39   von Osten, 1998, 61-62, 66, fig. 38, table 42, fig. N1, fig. 12.
40   Maguire, 1998, “Magic and Geometry in Early Christian Floor Mosaics and 

Textiles”, 265-268. The medieval name of the pattern was also the Emblem 
of the Divine Inscrutability, presumably all the wisdom of Solomon being 
hidden in this knot. Due to the design, it is associated with the passage from 
One to Two. In the same time it unites the knot, the cross, and the swastika. 
It appears on several media, on mosaics, church tympanums, reliquaries, 
jewels, etc. See: Sansoni, 1998; Mellinkoff, 2004, 85, 161-163. 

41   It appears twice in the publications, in one case as if it were discovered in 
Mălăieşti and the other as probably coming from Sălaşul de Sus, but it is 
obviously the same fragment: Marcu-Istrate, 2004, 242, 529, fig. 9 and 236, 
428, fig. C1; Rusu, 1996, 134, 135, 153 fig. 18.

42   Hazzikostas, 1998.
43   Deomene, 2001.
44   Virágos, 1997, 38, fig. 118.
45   Mold kept in Prievidza (Slovakia), tile created with that mold in Bohemia, 

in the castle on the Vsetinský Peak; one tile in Bistriţa (Transylvania), the 
scene on two tiles in Buda palace, others in Ružica castle (Croatia), and in 
Nova Ves (Croatia). Prievidza: Egyház-Jurovská, 1993, cat. 121 , fig. 21; 
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Bistriţa: Marcu Istrate, 2004, 180, 347; Buda: Tamási, 1995, 135, fig. 94, 
104; Ružica: Radić, Bojčić, 2004, 300, cat. 626; Nova Ves: Mašic, 2002, 
cat. 12, 38, 39.

46   Skemer, 2006.
47   Skemer, 2006, 275, footnote 83.
48   Bequest, 1912, cat. 869. For a good article on the relationship between 

devotion and text amulets, see Bozóky, 1994.
49   Gouilhou, 1937, cat. 640-643.
50   Evans, 1922, 129-130.
51   Köster, 1957, 124, 134, 143, 144, 151, 158, 167.
52   Poulin, 1979.
53   Taken from the online database of the Institut für Realienkunde des 

Mittelalters und der frühen Neuzeit in Krems (http://www.imareal.oeaw.
ac.at/realonline), no. 013720.

54   Roşu, Blăjanu, 2001, 60, C1843.
55   Hahn, 1997.
56   Hausman, Kriss-Rettenbeck, 1966, 192-207; Seligmann, 2001, 153-155.
57   Sacred, 2007.
58   Schrire, 1966.
59   Brückner, 1969, 19, fig. 25.
60   Schuster, Carpenter, 1996, fig. 424.
61   Mellinkoff, 2004, 103-109; Hausman, Kriss-Rettenbeck, 1966: 184-191.
62   Bequest, 1912, cat. 892.
63   Gruia, 2006.
64   Gruia, 2006.
65   Golescu, 1945, 201-202, fig. 6; Rădulescu, 2002, 145, cat. 229, fig. 104. 
66   Ţiplic, 2001, chapter IV. 
67   Kémenes, 2005, 118, cat. 27, plate 40, fig. 3.
68   Kieckhefer, 1997, fol. 72v, nos. 37b-37c, 368, fol. 73r, no. 37c, 369.
69   Andronic, 2003, 350, fig. 52.1.
70   See the detailed analysis of the motif in Gruia, 2007a. 
71   Batariuc, 1999, 107; Batariuc, 2000-2001, 42, fig. 2.6; Batariuc, 2003, 151, 

fig. 3.1, 153.
72   Marcu, 1992, 29, 31, fig. 8; Marcu Istrate, 2004, 420.
73   Kocsis, 1999, 356, fig. 4.1.
74   Mácelová, 1999, 417, fig. 8.8, 420; Banská Bystrica, 2006, 15; Mácelová, 

2005, 216, fig. 4.3.
75   On the latter see: Gruia, 2007b.
76  Hausman, Kriss-Rettenbeck, 1966, 214-217.
77   Loewenthal, 1978; Medieval Folklore, 2000, s.v. „Amulet and Talisman”, 

12. 
78   Koldeweij, 1999; Spencer, 1998; Piron, 2002; Vlímský, 1998.
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  79 Nejedlý, 2002, 473, 477, fig. 26.
  80 Guia, 2007a.
  81 Rowland, 1973, 125; Druce, 1920, 47, fig. 1; Rebold Benton, 1994, 25.
  82 Mărgineanu-Cârstoiu, Popa, 1979, 49, fig. 27, 50, fig. 29; Batariuc, 1999, 

234, fig. 37.5.
  83 Rădulescu, 2002, fig. 68.
  84 Mellinkoff, 2004, 59-69.
  85 Randall, 1957; Randall, 1966; Camille, 1992; Freeman Sandler, 1997; Wirth, 

2003.
  86 Camille, 2000.
  87 Heilig en Profaan, 1993; Heilig en Profaan, 1995; Spencer, 1998; Vlímský, 

1998; Koldeweij, 1999; Heilig en Profaan, 2001; Piron, 2002.
  88 Dunning, 1968; Rusu, 2005, 162-3.
  89 Sachs, 1964; Gómez, 1979; Block, 1996; Grösinger, 1997.
  90 Arens, 1971.
  91 Batariuc, 1995.
  92 Gaignebet, Lajoux, 1985.
  93 Benkő, 2002.
  94 Dornsteiff, 1925.
  95 See footnote 87.
  96 Benkő, 2002, 263.
  97 Vikan, 2003, IX “Art, Medicine, and Magic in Early Byzantium”: 65-86, 

77, fig. 18; Spier, 2006. Hystera amulets spread to Russia in the eleventh 
century and spell are to be found also in books written in Polish, Bosnian, 
German, Italian, and Hebrew.

  98 Benkő, 2002, 270, 278-279, 296, 310, 478-479.
  99 Mărgineanu-Cârstoiu, Popa, 1979.
100 Virágos, 1997.
101 Zika, 2003, esp. chapter XIV “Writing the visual into History: Changing 

Cultural Perceptions of Late Medieval and Reformation Germany”; Scribner, 
1987.
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2004 –2007*

Date Type of 
Event

Guest Location

April 18, 
2005*

Lecture Dr. Carmen POPESCU
Associate researcher, CNRS - 
Laboratoire “André Chastel”, 
Université Paris IV-Sorbonne

Architecture From a National 
Identity Perspective

NEC

April 20, 
2005

Lecture Dr. Carmen POPESCU
Associate researcher, CNRS - 
Laboratoire “André Chastel”, 
Université Paris IV-Sorbonne

Time as an Identity Factor in 
Architecture

National 
University of Arts, 
Bucharest 

April 22, 
2005

Seminar Dr. Carmen POPESCU
Associate researcher, CNRS - 
Laboratoire “André Chastel”, 
Université Paris IV-Sorbonne

Seminar on the two first lectures 
(reading matter indicated in 
advance)

National 
University of Arts, 
Bucharest

*  A new edition of the GE-NEC Program, scheduled to last for three academic 
years, started this academic year. We have called it The GE-NEC II Program. 
As we received the approval for the program just before the start of the 
academic year, we could only start inviting guests in the program in the 
second term of the academic year 2004-5.
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April 25, 
2005

Lecture Dr. Carmen POPESCU
Associate researcher, CNRS - 
Laboratoire “André Chastel”, 
Université Paris IV-Sorbonne

Space as an Identity Factor in 
Architecture

National 
University of Arts, 
Bucharest

April 25, 
2005

Lecture Philip URSPRUNG
Swiss Science Foundation 
Professor of Art History, Institute 
of the History and Theory of 
Architecture, Zürich 

“Architecture itself cannot be 
exhibited”, or, how to exhibit 
Herzog & de Meuron

NEC

April 26, 
2005

Seminar Philip URSPRUNG
Swiss Science Foundation 
Professor of Art History, Institute 
of the History and Theory of 
Architecture, Zürich 

The Surface of Realism: Spatiality 
in East European Art and 
Architecture from the 1950s to 
the 1980s 

NEC

April 27, 
2005

Seminar Dr. Carmen POPESCU
Associate researcher, CNRS - 
Laboratoire “André Chastel”, 
Université Paris IV-Sorbonne

Seminar, followed by the 
projection of the film My 
Architect, 2003, a film on the 
architect Louis Kahn by his son, 
Nathaniel Kahn

National 
University of Arts, 
Bucharest
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May 5, 
2005

Lecture William J.T. MITCHELL
Professor of English and Art 
History, University of Chicago, 
Fellow of the Wissenschaftskolleg 
zu Berlin

Cloning Terror:  
The War of Images

NEC

May 6, 
2005

Lecture William J.T. MITCHELL
Professor of English and Art 
History, University of Chicago, 
Fellow of the Wissenschaftskolleg 
zu Berlin

Addressing Media

NEC

May 27, 
2005

Lecture Ricardo BOFILL
Taller De Arquitectura, Barcelona

A presentation of his work, in 
the framework of the workshop 
COLLAGE BUCHAREST. 
Postmodernism and the Paris of 
the East, co-organized with the 
University of Architecture and 
Urban Planning, Bucharest, 
May 27-29

University of 
Architecture and 
Urban Planning, 
Bucharest
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June 2, 
2005

Seminar Andrei ŞERBAN
Stage Director, Professor and head 
of the MFA acting program at 
Columbia University, Director of 
the Oscar Hammerstein Center for 
the Performing Arts at Columbia 
University, New York

A presentation of his activities as 
stage director, with screenings, 
readings of excerpts from his 
notes on staging theatre and opera 
shows, in conversation with the 
public 

NEC

June 3, 
2005

Seminar Andrei ŞERBAN
StageDirector, Professor and head 
of the MFA acting program at 
Columbia University, Director of 
the Oscar Hammerstein Center for 
the Performing Arts at Columbia 
University, New York

A presentation of his activities as 
stage director, with screenings, 
readings of excerpts from his 
notes on staging theatre and opera 
shows, in conversation with the 
public

NEC
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June 6, 
2005

Seminar Andrei ŞERBAN
StageDirector, Professor and head 
of the MFA acting program at 
Columbia University, Director of 
the Oscar Hammerstein Center for 
the Performing Arts at Columbia 
University, New York

A presentation of his activities as 
stage director, with screenings, 
readings of excerpts from his 
notes on staging theatre and opera 
shows, in conversation with the 
public

NEC

June 17, 
2005 

Lecture Víctor GOMEZ PĺN
Professeur, Chaire de Philosophie, 
Universidad Autonoma de 
Barcelona

Physis et topos. D’Aristote à 
Einstein

Department 
of Philosophy, 
University of 
Bucharest

June 20, 
2005

Lecture Víctor GOMEZ PĺN
Professeur, Chaire de Philosophie, 
Universidad Autonoma de 
Barcelona

Modèles de l’espace. De la 
topologie à l’art contemporain

NEC

October 10, 
2005

Lecture Henry LOYRETTE
Président – directeur, Musée du 
Louvre, Paris

Le musée du Louvre et ses grands 
projets

NEC
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October 18, 
2005

Lecture Christine FRISINGHELLI
Specialist in Photography, Editor in 
chief, CAMERA, Austria

Photography Between Discourse 
and Document. Contemporary 
Photographic Practices

NEC

October 19, 
2005

Lecture Christine FRISINGHELLI
Specialist in Photography,  
Editor in chief, CAMERA, Austria

Camera Austria: An Artist’s 
Project, Production Basis and 
Platform for
Debate

Galeria Nouă,
Bucharest

October 21, 
2005

Lecture Christine FRISINGHELLI
Specialist in Photography,  
Editor in chief, CAMERA, Austria

Camera Austria: An Artist’s 
Project, Production Basis and 
Platform for
Debate

Galeria Vector, 
Iasi

October 25, 
2005

Lecture Series of lectures on the  
Ornament During the  
Renaissance

Rareş ZAHARIA
Centre d’Histoire et Theorie de 
l’Art (CEHTA), EHESS, Paris

Le filon ornementaliste dans les 
« Vies » de Vasari – un salon des 
refusés?

NEC



677

EVENTS IN THE GE-NEC II PROGRAM

October 26, 
2005

Lecture Series of lectures on the  
Ornament During the  
Renaissance

Michel WEEMANS
Enseignant à l’Ecole Nationale 
Supérieure d’Art de Bourges ; 
Chargé de cours à l’Université de 
Lille ; J. Paul Getty Postdoctoral 
Fellow in the History of Art and the 
Humanities 2005/2006

Nature, ornement et exégèse 
visuelle : le Triptyque du Baptême 
(1502-1508) de Gerad David

NEC

October 27, 
2005

Lecture Series of lectures on the  
Ornament During the R 
enaissance

Thomas GOLSENNE
Professeur d’histoire de l’art à 
l’Ecole Normale Supérieure des 
Beaux-Arts, Paris

Warburg et le « pathos décoratif » 
italien

NEC

October 28, 
2005

Lecture Series of lectures on the  
Ornament During the  
Renaissance

Bertrand PRÉVOST
Université de Fribourg, Suisse ; 
Université de Marseille, France

A quoi jouent les putti ? 
Ornement, rythme, lieu dans 
quelques images de la Renaissance 
italienne

NEC
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March 20, 
2006

Lecture Viktor MISIANO
Independent art critic, curator  
and writer, Moscow

The Russian Art Scene in the Post-
communist Time, With a Stress on 
the Last Decade

NEC

March 21, 
2006

Lecture 
and 
seminar

Viktor MISIANO
Independent art critic, curator  
and writer, Moscow

Curator-Moderator. Curatorial 
Practice From Friendship to 
Solidarity

National 
University of Arts, 
Bucharest 

April 3, 
2006

Lecture Dr. Horst BREDEKAMP
Professor of Art History, Humboldt 
University, Berlin
Permanent Fellow, 
Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin

Galileo der Künstler /  
Galileo the Artist

NEC 

April 4, 
2006

Lecture Dr. Horst BREDEKAMP
Professor of Art History, Humboldt 
University, Berlin
Permanent Fellow, 
Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin

The Artist as Criminal

National 
University of Arts, 
Bucharest

April 5, 
2006

Lecture Dr. Horst BREDEKAMP
Professor of Art History, Humboldt 
University, Berlin
Permanent Fellow, 
Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin

Theorie des Bildaktes /  
Theory of Picture Acts

NEC
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May 3, 
2006

Lecture Gottfried BOEHM
Professor of Art History,  
University of Basel

Iconoclasm. On the 
Representation of Religious 
Experience

NEC

May 4, 
2006

Lecture Gottfried BOEHM
Professor of Art History,  
University of Basel

The Thinking Eye

NEC

May 11, 
2006

Lecture Eveline PINTO
Professeur émérite, Université  
Paris 1 Panthéon – Sorbonne

Le réel à l’épreuve de l’image, des 
traces de la mémoire et de l’art

NEC

May 12, 
2006

Lecture 
and 
seminar

Eveline PINTO
Professeur émérite, Université Paris 
1 Panthéon – Sorbonne

“L’informel“ selon Jean Dubuffet. 
Essai de critique non-formaliste

National 
University of Arts, 
Bucharest

May 22, 
2006

Lecture Nathalie HEINICH
Directrice de recherche, CNRS/
EHESS Paris

L’« artification » : la construction 
du statut artistique des actions, 
des objets et des personnes

NEC
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May 23, 
2006

Lecture 
and 
seminar

Nathalie HEINICH
Directrice de recherche, CNRS/
EHESS Paris

L’Elite artiste: Exception 
et singularité en régime 
démocratique 

National 
University of Arts, 
Bucharest

June 23-24, 
2006

The Role of the Visual 
and Material Culture in 
Communication. 
A Plural Perspective on the City

An international workshop 
convened by Maria CRĂCIUN and 
Ştefan GHENCIULESCU

With the participation of: Mariana 
CELAC, Maria CRĂCIUN, Ştefan 
GHENCIULESCU, Gábor GYÁNI, 
Bridget HEAL, Matthew HILTON, 
Josif KIRALY, Graeme MURDOCK, 
Anca OROVEANU,
Ioana POPESCU, Frank ROOST, 
Andrew SPICER, 
Monika WAGNER, 
Ana Maria ZAHARIADE

NEC

October 10, 
2006

Lecture Philippe SERS
Historien d’art, enseigne la 
philosophie de l’art à l’École 
d’architecture de Paris-La-Villette; 
Professeur au Studium Notre-
Dame, à l’École cathédrale et à 
l’Institut des arts sacrés 

Les enjeux de la modernité chez 
Kandinsky 

National 
University of Arts, 
Bucharest
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October 11, 
2006

Lecture Philippe SERS
Historien d’art, enseigne la 
philosophie de l’art à l’École 
d’architecture de Paris-La-Villette; 
Professeur au Studium Notre-
Dame, à l’École cathédrale et à 
l’Institut des arts sacrés 

Art et totalitarisme, le sens d’une 
rencontre

NEC

October 12, 
2006

Lecture Philippe SERS
Historien d’art, enseigne la 
philosophie de l’art à l’École 
d’architecture de Paris-La-Villette; 
Professeur au Studium Notre-
Dame, à l’École cathédrale et à 
l’Institut des arts sacrés

Qu’est-ce que Dada ? 

The lecture will be followed by 
the screening of the films Rêves 
à vendre and Dadascope by 
Hans Richter, with Philippe Sers’ 
comments

National 
University of Arts, 
Bucharest

October 24, 
2006

Lecture Daniel ALCOUFFE
Ancien responsable du 
Département des Objets d’art du 
Musée du Louvre 

Le département des Objets d’art 
au musée du Louvre 

National 
University of Arts, 
Bucharest

October 25, 
2006

Lecture Daniel ALCOUFFE
Ancien responsable du 
Département des Objets d’art du 
Musée du Louvre 

Les collections d’objets d’art de 
Louis XIV

NEC
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October 26, 
2006

Seminar Daniel ALCOUFFE
Ancien responsable du 
Département des Objets d’art du 
Musée du Louvre 

Le mobilier français au XVIIème 
siècle: l’époque de Louis XIV 

NEC

February 
19, 2007 

Lecture Victor Ieronim STOICHIŢĂ
Professeur, Séminaire d’Histoire de 
l’Art, 
Faculté des Lettres, Université de 
Fribourg

Series of lectures Bodies and Saints

The Flesh of Saints

NEC

February 
20, 2007

Lecture Victor Ieronim STOICHIŢĂ
Professeur, Séminaire d’Histoire de 
l’Art, 
Faculté des Lettres, Université de 
Fribourg

Series of lectures Bodies and Saints

Saint Bartolomew’s Skin

NEC

February 
21, 
2007

Lecture Victor Ieronim STOICHIŢĂ
Professeur, Séminaire d’Histoire de 
l’Art, 
Faculté des Lettres, Université de 
Fribourg

Series of lectures Bodies and Saints

Caravaggio’s Angels

NEC
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February 
22, 2007

Lecture Victor Ieronim STOICHIŢĂ
Professeur, Séminaire d’Histoire  
de l’Art, Faculté des Lettres, 
Université de Fribourg

Ceremony for confering the 
title Doctor honoris causa of 
the National University of Arts 
in Bucharest to Victor Ieronim 
STOICHIŢĂ, followed by his 
lecture

Michelangelo’s Skin 

National 
University of Arts, 
Bucharest

February 
23, 2007

Lecture Victor Ieronim STOICHIŢĂ
Professeur, Séminaire d’Histoire  
de l’Art, Faculté des Lettres, 
Université de Fribourg

Series of lectures Bodies and Saints

Tears and Saints

NEC

April 19, 
2007

Lecture Geert LOVINK
New media theorist, 
Institute of Network Cultures, 
Hogeschool van Amsterdam

Issues in Critical Network Cultures

NEC

April 20, 
2007

Linda WALLACE
artist and media curator, Australia/
Holland

Shadowlands
a presentation of her work

International 
Center of 
Contemporary 
Art, Bd. Mircea 
Voda nr. 5
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May 11-12 Technology and Photography in 
Transition

An international symposium 
convened by Ileana PINTILIE-
TELEAGĂ and Iosif KIRALY

with the participation of: Hubertus 
von AMELUNXEN, Matei 
BEJENARU, Barnabás BENCSIK, 
Jean-François CHEVRIER, Daniela 
GOELLER, Iosif KIRALY, Anca 
MIHULEŢ, Ileana PINTILIE, Magda 
RADU, Rolf SACHSSE and others

NEC

May 18, 
2007

Lecture 
and 
seminar

Sarah WILSON
Courtauld Institute of Art, London 

Ekphrasis and Castration,  
Shock and Awe: 
Pierre Klossowski’s Judith.

National 
University of Arts, 
Bucharest

May 21, 
2007 

Lecture Sarah WILSON
Courtauld Institute of Art, London 

The Visual World of French 
Theory

NEC
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NEW EUROPE COLLEGE

Institute for Advanced Study

New Europe College (NEC) is an independent Romanian institute for 
advanced study in the humanities and social sciences founded in 1994 
by Professor Andrei Pleşu (philosopher, art historian, writer, Romanian 
Minister of Culture, 1990–1991, Romanian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
1997-1999) within the framework of the New Europe Foundation, 
established in 1994 as a private foundation subject to Romanian law.

Its impetus was the New Europe Prize for Higher Education and Research, 
awarded in 1993 to Professor Pleşu by a group of six institutes for advanced 
study (the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, 
the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, the National Humanities 
Center, Research Triangle Park, the Netherlands Institute for Advanced 
Study in Humanities and Social Sciences, Wassenaar, the Swedish 
Collegium for Advanced Study in the Social Sciences, Uppsala, and the 
Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin).

Since 1994, the NEC community of fellows and alumni has enlarged 
to over 500 members. In 1998 the New Europe College was awarded 
the prestigious Hannah Arendt Prize for its achievements in setting new 
standards in research and higher education. New Europe College is 
officially recognized by the Romanian Ministry of Education, Research 
and Innovation as an institutional structure for postgraduate studies in the 
humanities and social sciences, at the level of advanced studies.

Focused primarily on research at an advanced level, NEC strives to 
create an institutional framework with strong international links that 
offers to the young scholars and academics in the fields of humanities 
and social sciences from Romania, and to the foreign scholars invited as 
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fellows working conditions similar to those in the West, and provides a 
stimulating environment for interdisciplinary dialogue and critical debates. 
The academic programs NEC coordinates and the events it organizes 
aim at promoting contacts between Romanian scholars and their peers 
worldwide, at cultivating the receptivity of academics and researchers in 
Romania for fields and methods as yet not firmly established here, thus 
contributing to the development of a core of gifted young academics and 
scholars, expected to play a significant role in the renewal of research 
and higher education in Romania.

Academic programs currently organized and  
coordinated by NEC:

NEC Fellowships (since 1994)• 
Each year, up to ten NEC Fellowships for outstanding young Romanian 
scholars in the humanities and social sciences are publicly announced. 
The Fellows are chosen by the NEC international Academic Advisory 
Board for the duration of one academic year (October through July). 
They gather for weekly seminars to discuss the progress of their 
research, and participate in all the scientific events organized by NEC. 
The Fellows receive a monthly stipend for the duration of nine months, 
and are given the opportunity of a one–month research trip abroad, 
at a university or research institute of their choice. At the end of the 
academic year, the Fellows submit papers representing the results 
of their research, which are published in the New Europe College 
Yearbooks. This program also includes a number of international 
fellowships. 

Ştefan Odobleja Fellowships (since October 2008)• 
The fellowships given in this program are supported by the National 
Council of Scientific Research in Higher Education, and are meant to 
complement and enlarge the core fellowship program. The definition 
of these fellowships is identical with those in the NEC Program, in 
which the Odobleja Fellows are integrated. 
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The Petre Ţuţea Fellowships (since 2006)• 
In 2006 NEC was offered the opportunity of opening a fellowships 
program financed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Romania through 
its Department for Relations with the Romanians Living Abroad. 
Fellowships are granted to researchers of Romanian descent based 
abroad, as well as to Romanian researchers, to work on projects that 
address the cultural heritage of the Romanian diaspora. Fellows in 
this program are fully integrated in the College’s community. At the 
end of the year they submit papers representing the results of their 
research, to be published in the bilingual series of the Petre Ţuţea 
Program publications.

Europa Fellowships (2006 - 2010)• 
This fellowship program, financed by the VolkswagenStiftung, proposes 
to respond, at a different level, to some of the concerns that had inspired 
our Regional Program. Under the general title Traditions of the New 
Europe. A Prehistory of European Integration in South-Eastern Europe, 
Fellows work on case studies that attempt to recapture the earlier 
history of the European integration, as it has been taking shape over 
the centuries in South–Eastern Europe, thus offering the communitarian 
Europe some valuable vestiges of its less known past. 

The GE-NEC III Fellowships Program (since October 2009)• 
A new program supported by the Getty Foundation started this 
academic year. It proposes a research on, and a reassessment of 
Romanian art during the interval 1945 – 2000, that is, since the onset 
of the Communist regime in Romania up to recent times, through 
contributions coming from young scholars attached to the New 
Europe College as Fellows. As in the previous programs supported 
by the Getty Foundation at the NEC, this program will also include 
a number of invited guest lecturers, whose presence is meant to 
ensure a comparative dimension of the program, and to strengthen 
the methodological underpinnings of the research conducted by the 
Fellows.
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The Black Sea Link (starting in October 2010)• 
This Fellowship Program, sponsored by the VolkswagenStiftung, invites 
young researchers from Moldova, Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia and 
Azerbaijan, as well as from other countries within the Black Sea region, 
for a stay of one or two terms at the New Europe College, during which 
they will have the opportunity to work on projects of their choice. 
The program welcomes a wide variety of disciplines in the fields of 
humanities and social sciences. Besides hosting a number of Fellows, 
the College will organize within this program workshops and symposia 
on topics relevant to the history, present, and prospects of this region.

Other fellowship programs organized since the founding of 
New Europe College:

RELINK Fellowships (1996–2002)• 
The RELINK Program targeted highly qualified young Romanian 
scholars returning from studies or research stays abroad. Ten RELINK 
Fellows were selected each year through an open competition; in 
order to facilitate their reintegration in the local scholarly milieu and 
to improve their working conditions, a support lasting three years was 
offered, consisting of: funds for acquiring scholarly literature, an annual 
allowance enabling the recipients to make a one–month research trip 
to a foreign institute of their choice in order to sustain existing scholarly 
contacts and forge new ones, and the use of a laptop computer and 
printer. Besides their individual research projects, the RELINK fellows of 
the last series were also required to organize outreach actives involving 
their universities, for which they received a monthly stipend. NEC 
published several volumes comprising individual or group research 
works of the RELINK Fellows.

The NEC–LINK Program (2003 - 2009)• 
Drawing on the experience of its NEC and RELINK Programs in 
connecting with the Romanian academic milieu, NEC initiated in 
2003, with support from HESP, a program that aimed to contribute 
more consistently to the advancement of higher education in major 
Romanian academic centers (Bucharest, Cluj–Napoca, Iaşi, Timişoara). 
Teams consisting of two academics from different universities in 
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Romania, assisted by a PhD student, offered joint courses for the 
duration of one semester in a discipline within the fields of humanities 
and social sciences. The program supported innovative courses, 
conceived so as to meet the needs of the host universities. The grantees 
participating in the Program received monthly stipends, a substantial 
support for ordering literature relevant to their courses, as well as 
funding for inviting guest lecturers from abroad and for organizing 
local scientific events.

The GE–NEC I and II Programs (2000 – 2004, and 2004 – 2007)• 
New Europe College organized and coordinated two cycles in a 
program financially supported by the Getty Foundation. Its aim was 
to strengthen research and education in fields related to visual culture, 
by inviting leading specialists from all over the world to give lectures 
and hold seminars for the benefit of Romanian undergraduate and 
graduate students, young academics and researchers. This program 
also included 10–month fellowships for Romanian scholars, chosen 
through the same selection procedures as the NEC Fellows (see above). 
The GE–NEC Fellows were fully integrated in the life of the College, 
received a monthly stipend, and were given the opportunity of spending 
one month abroad on a research trip. At the end of the academic year 
the Fellows submitted papers representing the results of their research, 
to be published in the GE–NEC Yearbooks series.

NEC Regional Fellowships (2001 - 2006)• 
In 2001 New Europe College introduced a regional dimension to its 
programs (hitherto dedicated solely to Romanian scholars), by offering 
fellowships to academics and researchers from South–Eastern Europe 
(Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, The Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the Republic of Moldova, Montenegro, 
Serbia, Slovenia, and Turkey). This program aimed at integrating into the 
international academic network scholars from a region whose scientific 
resources are as yet insufficiently known, and to stimulate and strengthen 
the intellectual dialogue at a regional level. Regional Fellows received a 
monthly stipend and were given the opportunity of a one–month research 
trip abroad. At the end of the grant period, the Fellows were expected 
to submit papers representing the results of their research, published in 
the NEC Regional Program Yearbooks series.
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Robert Bosch Fellowships (2007 - 2009)• 
This fellowship program, funded by the Robert Bosch Foundation, 
supported young scholars and academics from Western Balkan 
countries, offering them the opportunity to spend a term at the New 
Europe College and devote to their research work. Fellows in this 
program received a monthly stipend, and funds for a one-month study 
trip to a university/research center in Germany.

The Britannia–NEC Fellowship (2004 - 2007)• 
This fellowship (1 opening per academic year) was offered by a private 
anonymous donor from the U.K. It was in all respects identical to a 
NEC Fellowship. The contributions of Fellows in this program were 
included in the NEC Yearbooks.

New Europe College has been hosting over the years an ongoing series 
of lectures given by prominent foreign and Romanian scholars, for the 
benefit of academics, researchers and students, as well as a wider public. 
The College also organizes international and national events (seminars, 
workshops, colloquia, symposia, book launches, etc.). 

An important component of NEC is its library, consisting of reference 
works, books and periodicals in the humanities, social and economic 
sciences. The library holds, in addition, several thousands of books 
and documents resulting from private donations. It is first and foremost 
destined to service the fellows, but it is also open to students, academics 
and researchers from Bucharest and from outside it. 

***

Beside the above–described programs, New Europe Foundation and the 
College expanded their activities over the last years by administering, or 
by being involved in the following major projects:
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In the past:

The Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Religious Studies towards the EU • 
Integration (2001–2005)
Funding from the Austrian Ludwig Boltzmann Gesellschaft enabled us 
to select during this interval a number of associate researchers, whose 
work focused on the sensitive issue of religion related problems in 
the Balkans, approached from the viewpoint of the EU integration. 
Through its activities the institute fostered the dialogue between distinct 
religious cultures (Christianity, Islam, Judaism), and between different 
confessions within the same religion, attempting to investigate the 
sources of antagonisms and to work towards a common ground of 
tolerance and cooperation. The institute hosted international scholarly 
events, issued a number of publications, and enlarged its library with 
publications meant to facilitate informed and up-to-date approaches 
in this field. 

The Septuagint Translation Project (since 2002)• 
This project aims at achieving a scientifically reliable translation of 
the Septuagint into Romanian by a group of very gifted, mostly young, 
Romanian scholars, attached to the NEC. The financial support is 
granted by the Romanian foundation Anonimul. Seven of the planned 
nine volumes have already been published by the Polirom Publishing 
House in Iaşi. 

The Excellency Network Germany – South–Eastern Europe Program • 
(2005 - 2008) 
The aim of this program, financed by the Hertie Foundation, has been 
to establish and foster contacts between scholars and academics, as 
well as higher education entities from Germany and South–Eastern 
Europe, in view of developing a regional scholarly network; it focused 
preeminently on questions touching upon European integration, such 
as transnational governance and citizenship. The main activities of 
the program consisted of hosting at the New Europe College scholars 
coming from Germany, invited to give lectures at the College and at 
universities throughout Romania, and organizing international scientific 
events with German participation.  
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The ethnoArc Project–Linked European Archives for Ethnomusicological • 
Research  
An European Research Project in the 6th Framework Programme: 
Information Society Technologies–Access to and Preservation of 
Cultural and Scientific Resources (2006-2008)
The goal of the ethnoArc project (which started in 2005 under the title 
From Wax Cylinder to Digital Storage with funding from the Ernst von 
Siemens Music Foundation and the Federal Ministry for Education 
and Research in Germany) was to contribute to the preservation, 
accessibility, connectedness and exploitation of some of the most 
prestigious ethno-musicological archives in Europe (Bucharest, 
Budapest, Berlin, and Geneva), by providing a linked archive for field 
collections from different sources, thus enabling access to cultural 
content for various application and research purposes. The project 
was run by an international network, which included: the “Constantin 
Brăiloiu” Institute for Ethnography and Folklore, Bucharest; Archives 
Internationales de Musique Populaire, Geneva; the Ethno-musicological 
Department of the Ethnologic Museum Berlin (Phonogramm Archiv), 
Berlin; the Institute of Musicology of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences, Budapest; Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin (Coordinator), 
Berlin; New Europe College, Bucharest; FOKUS Fraunhofer Institute 
for Open Communication Systems, Berlin.

Ongoing projects:

The Medicine of the Mind and Natural Philosophy in Early Modern 
England: A new Interpretation of Francis Bacon (A project under the 
aegis of the European Research Council (ERC) Starting Grants Scheme) 
– In cooperation with the Warburg Institute, School of Advanced Study, 
London (since December 2009)

Business Elites in Romania: Their Social and Educational Determinants 
and their Impact on Economic Performances. This is the Romanian 
contribution to a joint project with the University of Sankt Gallen, 
entitled Markets for Executives and Non-Executives in Western 
and eastern Europe, and financed by the National Swiss Fund for 
the Development of Scientific Research (SCOPES) (since December 
2009)
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Civilization. Identity. Globalism. Social and Human Studies in the 
Context of European Development (A project in the Development 
of Human Resources, under the aegis of the National Council of 
Scientific Research) – in cooperation with the Romanian Academy 
(starting October 2010)

The EURIAS Fellowship Programme, a project initiated by NetIAS 
(Network of European Institutes for Advanced Study), coordinated 
by the RFIEA (Network of French Institutes for Advanced Study), 
and co-sponsored by the European Commission’s 7th Framework 
Programme - COFUND action. It is an international researcher mobility 
programme in collaboration with 14 participating Institutes of Advanced 
Study in Berlin, Bologna, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Cambridge, 
Helsinki, Jerusalem, Lyons, Nantes, Paris, Uppsala, Vienna, Wassenaar. 
The programme will issue its first call in the nearest future.

DOCSOC, Excellency, Innovation and Interdisciplinarity in doctoral 
and postdoctoral studies in sociology (A project in the Development 
of Human Resources, under the aegis of the National Council of 
Scientific Research) – in cooperation with the University of Bucharest 
(starting July 2010)

Other projects are in the making, often as a result of initiatives coming 
from fellows and alumni of the NEC. 
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Present Financial Support (2008-2009)
The State Secretariat for Education and Research of Switzerland
The Federal Ministry for Education and Research of Germany
The Federal Ministry for Education, Science and Culture of Austria
Le Ministère Français des Affaires Etrangères – Ambassade de France en 

Roumanie
The Ministry of Education, Research and Innovation – the Executive 

Agency for Higher Education and Research Funding, Romania
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs – the Department for Romanians Established 

Abroad, Romania
Zuger Kulturstiftung Landis & Gyr, Zug, Switzerland
Stifterverband für die Deutsche Wissenschaft (DaimlerChrysler–Fonds, 

Marga und Kurt Möllgaard–Stiftung, Salomon Oppenheim–Stiftung, 
and a member firm), Essen, Germany

Porticus Düsseldorf, Germany
VolkswagenStiftung, Hanover, Germany
The Getty Foundation, Los Angeles, USA
The Swiss National Science Foundation, Bern, Switzerland
Seventh Framework Programme of the European Communities, ERC 

Executive Agency
The Anonimul Foundation, Bucharest, Romania

Sponsors
The Adevărul Holding – Foreign Policy, Romania
Fritz Thyssen Foundation, Germany 
Microsoft
The Romanian Union of Architects (UAR)
Vodafone Romania S.A.

New Europe College -- Directorate
Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Andrei PLEŞU, Rector
Professor of Philosophy of Religion, Bucharest; 
former Minister of Culture and former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania

Marina HASNAŞ, Executive Director

Dr. Anca OROVEANU, Academic Director
Professor of Art History, National University of Arts, Bucharest

Dr. Valentina SANDU-DEDIU, Permanent Fellow
Professor of Musicology, National University of Music, Bucharest
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Administrative Board
Heinz HERTACH, Chairman, Foundation NEC Bucharest – Zug
Regula KOCH, Director, Zuger Kulturstiftung Landis & Gyr, Zug
Mauro MORUZZI, Bilateral Research Cooperation, State Secretariat for Education 

and Research, Swiss Federal Department of Home Affairs, Bern
Dr. Joachim NETTELBECK, Secretary, Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin
Dr. Florin POGONARU, President, Business People Association, 

Bucharest
Cristian POPA, Deputy Governor, Romanian National Bank, Bucharest 
MinR’in Dr. Erika ROST, Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, 

Bonn
Dr. Heinz–Rudi SPIEGEL, Stifterverband für die Deutsche Wissenschaft, Essen
MR Dr. Anneliese STOKLASKA, Ministry of Education, Science and 

Culture, Vienna

Academic Advisory Board
Dr. Horst BREDEKAMP, Professor of Art History, Humboldt University, Berlin
Dr. Hinnerk BRUHNS, Research Director (emer.), Centre de recherches 

historiques (EHESS/CNRS); 
Member of the Board of Directors, Fondation Maison des Sciences de 

l’Homme, Paris
Dr. Yehuda ELKANA, President and Rector (emer.), Central European 

University, Budapest
Dr. Luca GIULIANI, Rector, Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin, Professor of 

Archaeology, Humboldt University, Berlin
Dr. Dieter GRIMM, Professor (emer.) of Law, Humboldt University, Berlin
Dr. David GUGERLI, Professor of the History of Technology, Eidgenössische 

Technische Hochschule, Zürich
Ivan KRASTEV, Director, Centre for Liberal Strategies, Sofia
Dr. Vintilă MIHAILESCU, Professor of Anthropology, National School 

of Political Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest; Director, 
Museum of the Romanian Peasant, Bucharest

Dr. Ioan PÂNZARU, Professor, Department of French Language and 
Literature; Rector of the University of Bucharest

Dr. Zoe PETRE, Professor of Ancient History and Archaeology, University 
of Bucharest; Director of the Institute for Regional Cooperation and 
Conflict Prevention (INCOR), Bucharest

Dr. Ulrich SCHMID, Professor for the Culture and Society of Russia, 
University of St. Gallen


