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The carriers of energy have changed much more rapidly in the last 150 years than over the
long term. A comparison of the pattern of the move from one mix of sources to another in energy
rich countries (Canada, England), moderately endowed countries (France, Germany, the
Netherlands, Sweden) and energy poor countries (Italy, Spain, Portugal) indicates the forces
directing shifts from coal to oil to natural gas and primary electricity as well as the effects of
choices made for getting power needed to fuel a modern economy. The description suggests what
problems countries in Eastern Europe face in making similar choices and the problems of escaping
from prevailing energy regimes.
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Richard W. Unger is Professor of History at the University of British Columbia. He holds a
PhD from Yale University and has been a Visiting Professor at the Central European University
and Alpen-Adria Universität of Klagenfurt. He served as President of the Medieval Academy of
America and has been involved with several learned societies, journals and granting agencies. His
main research interests include medieval and early modern economic history, history of
technology, and energy consumption since 1300. He currently works on the use of energy and its
relationship to changes in the pre-modern economy is the focus of research on developments in
Europe from the late Roman Empire to the Industrial Revolution. His work concentrates on
quantification and of various forms of energy consumption, as well as developments in
technologies which had an impact on levels and types of energy people used.

Professor Unger is the author of numerous academic works, including the volumes:
Shipping and Economic Growth, 1350–1850. Boston: Brill, 2011; Ships on Maps: Pictures of Power in
Renaissance Europe, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010; Beer in the Middle Ages and the
Renaissance, Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004; The Art of Medieval Technology:
Images of Noah the Shipbuilder, New Brunswick, N.J: Rutgers University Press, 1991.
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