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The area of the Caucasus, placed at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, has always been of
immense historical importance. Its location greatly contributed to shaping its diversity: ethnic,
linguistic, religious. In this context, it is extremely important to study its religious history. Since
the early Middle Ages, all three major monotheist religions were represented here: Christianity
(with two varieties), Islam, and Judaism. It is worth mentioning that Russia’s involvement in the
area in the 19th century marked the end of Christianity in the North Caucasus. The 1830s are
regarded as the peak of the Islamic expansion to the region. At the same time, in the south Russia
faced a co-religionist country, but paradoxically its policy towards Georgia was as aggressive as in
the north. Thus, this specific region enables us to examine how imperial Russia dealt with Islam
and at the same time with the only Orthodox country which was annexed in the 1810s. The Adjara
region, with the port-city of Batumi, should be analyzed in the same context. Adjara – a part of
historical Georgia – was included within the Ottoman Empire at the beginning of the 16th century,
and was liberated after the Russo-Ottoman war in 1877–1878. How the religious aspect influenced
the shaping of ethnic identities and how Tsarist Russia reacted to those processes will also be
analyzed by the speaker.
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